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PRESIDENT’S NOTE 
Hello Friends! 
  
We’ve had a great Winter and Spring at the Lane 
Memorial Library, so we have lots to share with 
you.  We hosted our annual Valentine’s Tea in 
February, and it was a major hit with the children 
and adults who attended.  We raffled off an Eric 
Carle quilt made by Dona Janetos, a longtime 
Friend who passed away recently.  Our raffle 
raised over $500 for the Children’s room. 
  
We held our bi-annual Centre School children’s 
book sale in May.  The Centre School first 
graders came through the pouring rain to get a 
tour of the Children’s room, listen to storytime 
with Miss Paulina, and to buy books.  We mailed 
out a brochure to all homes and businesses in 
Hampton, advertising the many things that our 
wonderful library has to offer the community.  We 
just recently wrapped up our now bi-annual book 
sale, and it was a major success!  We are now 
looking forward to our Doll Clothes sale to be 
held July 8th and 9th, and our Red Sox raffle for 
two tickets in August. 
  
We are currently working toward the purchase of 
a new outdoor sign and message board for the 
library that will hopefully be installed in the Fall. 
  
Have a great summer, 
Susan Hughes 
President, Friends of the Lane Library 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR 
 
Amanda Reynolds Cooper, Director of Lane 
Memorial Library in Hampton, recently spoke 
with Lynn Goodman of the Friends 
organization about the library and how it 
operates.  The idea here is to give our 
readers, and our library patrons, a better 
understanding of how the library functions 
other than simply checking out books.  
There’s quite a bit that goes on behind the 
scenes. 
 
Most people think only of books when the 
library is mentioned, so that’s a good starting 
point.  I’m sure not many people know how a 
library acquires books.  Amanda described 
how the purchase process works:  Most 
libraries subscribe to library trade journals, 
which are published on a regular basis.  
These magazines have pre-publication 
alerts, anywhere from a year to three months 
in advance, to new adult fiction as well as 
children’s books.  Library staff read 
professional reviews of books, rather than 
the books themselves.  Having advance 
information puts libraries at an advantage, 
knowing what’s coming out and when, 
especially for the more popular authors.  
Acquisitions need to be ahead of the 
published best-seller lists.   
   _________________ 
   Continued on page 5 
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Friends Hold Final 
Handmade Doll Clothes Sale 

 
The Friends of the Lane Memorial Library will hold their final sale featuring 

beautiful, handmade doll clothing on Thursday and Friday, July 8 and 9 at the 
library.   

 
Hours for the sale will be 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Thursday, July 8, and 9:30 

a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday, July 9. Orders for doll clothes can also be placed in 
advance prior to the sale. 

 
This season-spanning assortment fits the very popular American Girl Dolls, and 

features party and holiday dresses, pants outfits, shorts and tops, lounging 
pajamas, robes and nightgown sets.  

 
There will be plenty of new fashions to choose  
from, as well as a special sale table offering  
items from previous seasons.  
Because this is the final sale, “everything  
must go,” according to organizer Dot Gooby.   

 
Proceeds raised through past doll clothing  
sales have made it possible for the Friends  
to purchase furnishings for the library’s  
Children’s Room. 

 

 

First Graders 
Spring Book Sale 
The Friends hosted a book sale for 
Centre School’s first grade classes in 
May, this being their second official 
visit to the library this year. Despite 
it being a rainy day, the children 
were very animated and eager to 
pick out a book to bring home.  One 
boy in particular knew EXACTLY 
what book he wanted, asking for a 
book about the Civil War battle at 
Appomattox!!!  (Pretty impressive 
for a first grader!)  Other requested 
books ranged from topics such as 
“princesses” to “green snakes”… 
quite a diverse group of readers!  
Thank you to all those who helped 
make this a fun day for Lane 
Library’s youngest patrons. 
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It’s summer time in New England, and the Boston Red Sox are playing at 
Fenway Park.  For most fans, this is the best of all news, especially since the 
Red Sox are close to the top of the American League standings. 
 
The Friends of the Lane Memorial Library are excited to be able to provide 
the opportunity to fans to win two (2) tickets to the Saturday night, August 
21st game against the Toronto Blue Jays.  The seats selling for $130.00 
each are in a Field Box, and are located directly behind third base. For only 
$2.00 each, Raffle Tickets can be purchased for the chance to see a game at 
Fenway Park and support the Lane Library.  The winner will be drawn at the 
Library on August 7th. 
 
Tickets are currently on sale at the Library and may also be purchased at 
Hoaty’s Restaurant and the Kitchen at Depot Square.  Also The Friends will 
be selling tickets at some of the area supermarkets during July.  Please 
watch your local newspapers for more information.  
 
Even if you are not interested in going to the game, you can still help 
support the Library by telling your family and friends about this wonderful 
opportunity.  Also, if you feel some of your fellow employees might like to 
participate, please take some raffle tickets to offer to them.  You can obtain 
the tickets by calling 603/926-3140 or e-mailing dick-diane-
keyes@comcast.net.   Thank you for your support of the Lane Memorial 
Library and good luck with your raffle tickets.  
 
Diane Keyes, Past President, Member, Board of Directors 

 

RED SOX  
RAFFLE TICKETS 
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Book Sale News 
 
Wow!  What a book sale we had in June!  With the help of no less than 30 Friends 
volunteers, we sold a phenomenal amount of books in four days.  Connie George, our trusty 
treasurer, reported that the total sales from books alone was $2,535.00 and if we add in the 
money from selling book bags, the grand total is an exciting $2,809.00!!! 
 
Despite it being a very busy few days, it was also a wonderful opportunity for our volunteers 
to get to know each other better as they worked side by side.  I am so grateful to all those 
volunteers who cheerfully came to help with the set up, sales, and break down.  Needless to 
say, it couldn’t be done without your dedication and enthusiasm. 
 
Thank you all! 
Kris Sawyer 
Book Sale Chair 

For all the night owls out there and those who work or have other 
commitments during the day, the Lane Memorial Library has a 
special book club for you!   Every first Tuesday of the month, the 
Twilight Book Club meets in the Dorothy Little Room at 6:30 PM 
for an enjoyable discussion of recent best-sellers and ‘good reads’ 
suggested by the members.   Past titles have included The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo, The House on the Corner of Bitter and 
Sweet, and The Lace Reader.  Book club selections are available 
at the Circulation desk several weeks prior to the meeting so that 
everyone has a chance to read the book.  The title for July 6th is 
Possession: a Romance, by Booker Prize winner A. S. Byatt, but 
please feel free to attend even if you haven’t yet read the book.  
The Twilight Book Club is open to all, with light refreshments 
provided by the Friends of the Lane Memorial Library. 
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The library buys books from companies that deal primarily with libraries and offer deep discounts.  If the 

library buys a book prior to its release date, it is placed on a special shelf, and remains untouched until its 

official release. 

How does the library decide on which books to buy?  Amanda explained that sometimes it 

depends on the authors.  Really popular authors are an automatic purchase (i.e., Evanovich, Patterson, 

Steele, Binchy, etc.).  It might also depend on how many patrons request or sign up for a new book, or if there 

is a new release to a popular series. 

Readers have favorite categories in fiction, and our library’s four buyers know which categories are 

the most popular.  For instance, in Hampton, science fiction and fantasy are not terribly popular.  So, in a 

way, readers’ tastes can influence whether or not a particular book would be purchased.  If an author is new, 

and unknown, Amanda said they check reviews to see what’s being said about the book and the author 

before making a decision. 

What about non-fiction books?  There are tons of those in the library, since non-fiction covers so 

many topics.  Amanda said that non-fiction is considered by category (remember the Dewey Decimal 

System?), rather than by author.  She said that it’s important for libraries to keep up with changes and 

advances in different areas, so the library generally keeps lots of books on each topic in order to have a 

broad range of information on hand.  For instance, in cookbooks, you can find old favorites as well as newer, 

more healthy-choice cookbooks. 

Purchasing books for young adults (YA) is done through a process similar to that of adult fiction.  

Purchases can be based on awards, such as the Newbury, Great Stone Face, and others.  Kirsten is in 

charge of YA purchases and she reads reviews of the books as well as the books themselves, which helps 

her to make decisions. 

 I’m sure our patrons are curious about how long it takes for books to reach the shelf once the library 

receives new items.  Amanda said the library receives several cartons of books every week.  Every carton is  
           _____________________ 

Continued on page 6 
 

Library staff read professional reviews of books . . . Having advance information puts 

libraries at an advantage, knowing what’s coming out and when, especially for the 

more popular authors. 
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opened and checked.  If some really popular books have arrived, for which patrons have been waiting, the 
staff does what amounts to a ‘book triage.’  These books are immediately entered into the catalog; bar-
coded and given a number; categorized as to genre; covered and stamped to identify them as belonging to 
the Lane; pink-taped to designate the book as new; and finally shelved.  It can take an hour to get a book 
ready for take-out.  If there are patrons waiting for a book’s arrival, the library staff will call the first person 
on the list and the book will be set aside for that patron.  Normally, it can take a day to get new books on the 
shelf.  If there are pre-publication books in a carton, the staff makes sure these get secreted away until their 
publication date.  And no, no one looks at or reads them. 
 Amanda said that the same purchasing process holds true for audio books, DVDs, and music CDs.  
Remember the days when libraries only had books??  Now patrons can get so much more.  Amanda said 
that audio cassettes, DVDs, and CDs generally come wrapped in paper or in paper sleeves.  The staff 
enters these items into the catalog, bar-codes and numbers them, categorizes and stamps them, and puts 
them into boxes purchased specifically for them before shelving them. 
 I asked Amanda about categorizing books into different genres.  She explained how that happens.  
She said that for fiction, a category sometimes can be found right under the title, such as, ‘A Mystery Novel,’ 
or a category might be mentioned in a review.  And sometimes the covers themselves provide a clue, as in  
 
 
 

romance novels, western stories, or fantasy books, where 
cover illustrations give the genre away.  Amanda pointed out 
that you can also refer to the page where the Library of 
Congress information is printed.  There are usually subject 
headings given there.  Those are the quick and easy ways to 
decide categories.  The library also has two librarians, 
Catalogers, who skim the book blurbs and/or the books 
themselves in order to write synopses and assign categories if 
none have been provided. 
 Amanda reminded me that the library also acquires 
books through donations.  She said that any donation ultimately 
benefits the library, either through being put into the collection 
or into a book sale.  She also said there are items that the 
library does not accept, which include text books, magazines, 
old/out-dated reference books, damaged books, and things that 
are moldy and musty.  Easy to see why a library wouldn’t want 
any of those. 
 
Donations accepted into the collection undergo the same 
cataloging process as is used for purchased books.  Amanda 
indicated that, generally, there is no formal acknowledgement 
for donations.  The library does have a birthday book program 
for children, so books that are donated for a specific child do 
get a bookplate with the child’s name on it.  Also, if monetary 
donations are received and are designated for purchasing 
books of a particular genre, those books will have a bookplate 
acknowledging the donor. 
 
We’ve covered a lot of territory in this first half of Inside Our 
Library.  In the final part, we’ll cover such things as space, the 
reference department, and other interesting topics. 

Our new Book 
Bags are in! 
The new Friends Book Bags 
are in!  They are red with black 
handles, and sport a new 
Friends of the Lane Memorial 
Library logo.  Our prices 
haven’t changed – $6 for one 
bag, or $10 for two bags.  
Pick some up today! 

      

 Donations accepted into the collection undergo the same cataloging process as is used for 
purchased books.  Amanda indicated that, generally, there is no formal acknowledgement for donations.  
The library does have a birthday book program for children, so books that are donated for a specific child 
do get a bookplate with the child’s name on it.  Also, if monetary donations are received and are 
designated for purchasing books of a particular genre, those books will have a bookplate acknowledging 
the donor. 
 We’ve covered a lot of territory in this first half of Inside Our Library.  In the final part, we’ll cover 
such things as space, the reference department, and other interesting topics. 
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Friends Helping Friends  
 

It’s that time of year to renew your Friends 
of Lane annual membership, and you’ll then 
continue to receive our newsletter.  If you have 
already renewed, thank you so much.  You can 
further your support by spreading the word to 
friends to join the Friends.  Give a membership 
as a gift, or pass this on! 

 
Please print out and mail or bring in to the 

library: 
 
Mail to: The FRIENDS of 
Lane Memorial Library 
c/o The Lane Memorial Library 
2 Academy Ave 
Hampton, NH  03842 
(603) 926-3368 
 
I am enclosing $ _______ to cover the 

membership I have checked below.   
 
Please make checks payable to  
The Friends of Lane Memorial Library 
 
_____ Individual, per year . . . . . . . .$10 
 
_____ Family, per year. . . . . . . . . . $15 
 
_____ Patron, per year . . . . . . . . . .$50 
 
_____ Benefactor, per year . . . . . $100 
Name  
Address 
City, State, Zip 
*E-mail 
Phone 
*Providing your e-mail helps reduce costs. 

 

“These two photos 
show some of the 
Friends volunteers as 
well as volunteers from 
Work Opportunities 
Unlimited who came 
twice to help process 
the Spring 
Membership Drive.  
Everyone was 
extremely helpful and 
made the huge 
process even fun!  
Many thanks to all!”  
-- Lynn Blume,  
Membership Chair 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDS OF LANE MEMORIAL LIBRARY  
2010 OFFICERS 
President: Sue Hughes 

Vice-President: Shelley Chandler 
Treasurer: Connie George 

Recording Secretary: Lynn Goodman 
Membership: Lynn Blume 

Publicity: Liz Premo 
Newsletter: Kacey Morris 

Corresponding Secretary: Sandra Kent 
Past President: Gloria Goudreau 

 
Established in 1958, the Friends is a multiage volunteer organization whose 
mission is to preserve and strengthen Hampton’s library as a community 
resource. 

Friends of the Lane Memorial Library 
2 Academy Avenue 
Hampton, NH  03842 


